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“There is much flexibility in how CARES Act funding can be 

spent, including to support technological capacity and access – 

including hardware and software, connectivity, and instructional 

expertise – to support remote learning.”  

Technologies that facilitate educational interaction between 

students and their classroom instructors are eligible for funding.  

 

United States Office of Educational Technology  

The U.S. Congress has enacted the CARES, CRRSA, and ARP Acts with an allocation of  

$190 billion dollars in ESSER funds for K-12 education to safely reopen schools, maximize in

-person instructional time for all students, and provide opportunities to address the impact 

of lost instructional time resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic.   

90% of this funding is earmarked to serve the needs of local school districts. 

  Schools may use this funding for a variety of needs including instructional technology to 

engage students in active learning during in-person, remote or hybrid learning. 



 

 

REFOCUSING ON THE IMPORTANCE OF 

WORLD LANGUAGE PROGRAMS IN U.S. 

SCHOOLS 

COVID-19 being a worldwide issue, is creating some new realizations of the        

importance of language learning and global communication and understanding in 

schools across the U.S.  

Amanda Seewald, President of The Joint National Committee for Languages and 

the National Council for Languages and International Studies (JNCL-NCLIS)      

discusses the current situation and how ESSER funding can help to refocus         

language learning as a priority. 

 

  

 

“There’s this twisted logic that language class is somehow extra or 

‘special,’ and it’s often ends up being the class where students are 

pulled from if they need extra help in another subject,” said Seewald.  

“The tendency of school districts to cancel lower-enrolled programs, 

with some now limiting language offerings to Spanish and French, 

was happening well before the pandemic, Seewald said, “but we’re 

shining a light on it now.” 

With the $190 billion federal Elementary and Secondary School 

Emergency Education Relief Fund earmarked to help schools recover 

from the pandemic, Seewald is hopeful that the moment has finally 

arrived to better support and expand world language programs.  

 

The Chicago Tribune 

Congressional Funding Supports K-12 Educational Technology 



 

 

 

ACTFL recommends the use of target 

language as much as possible (90% Plus) 

during instructional time.  

90%+  L2 Usage 

Communication 

TECHNOLOGY TO SUPPORT WORLD LANGUAGES PROFICIENCY GOALS 

ENABLING L2 COMMUNICATION IN SCHOOL AND AT HOME 

The pandemic brought about unprecedented shifts in teaching and learning.                 

Undoubtedly, not many educators or students were prepared for this sudden change.   

World languages teachers now realize that they need solutions to keep students engaged 

and “speaking” in any learning model.  Flexible instructional technology with tools to  

focus on language proficiency and regular interpersonal communication is optimal to 

mitigate any future learning gaps. 

“LIVE Language Lab is very user-friendly for teachers and students.  

Our students are communicating much more in the target language 

now. 

Students in the classroom and those attending from home can use it 

which has been particularly helpful.” 

 

Ms. Lane Guzman 

World Language Department Chair 

Jefferson High School, GA 
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ESSER 

 I, II, III 

 FUNDS 

Provides principals and 

other school leaders 

with the resources     

necessary to address the 

needs of their individual 

schools.  

Includes technologies 

for educational interac-

tions between students 

and their classroom  

instructors.  

Addresses students' 

learning loss with       

increased opportunity to 

develop                         

L2 communication skills 

in any learning scenario. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

IS LANGUAGE LAB TECHNOLOGY ELIGIBLE FOR ESSER FUNDING? 

The recent federal stimulus packages funding may be used for the SANS LIVE Language 

Lab On-Demand browser-based language teaching application as a long-term solution to 

mitigate learning loss with increased student engagement and focus on communication-

based language instruction.  

WE CAN HELP. 

If you have questions about SANS’ language lab instructional platforms and how they 

align with ESSER funding requirements please reach out to our technology specialists 

at moreinfo@sansinc.com or by phone at 877-285-7729.   Details on the instructional 

benefits of LIVE Language Lab can be found at sansinc.com. 
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TAKING ACTION TO ENSURE FUNDING FOR YOUR LANGUAGE PROGRAM 

20% of ARP ESSER must go to learning loss to ensure that the $$$ reach the classroom.  

ARP ESSER funds are available for obligation thru September 30, 2024.  

1. ASSESS YOUR NEEDS—Determine what  instructional 

support and services you will need to ensure that your students 

are able to get the opportunity to develop communication skills 

to build proficiency. Instructional applications like LIVE 

Language Lab On-Demand can help with tools that focus on 

Interpersonal Communication, Speaking Assessment, and Live 

Interaction between classroom teachers and students. 

2. DOCUMENT AND REQUEST YOUR NEEDS—Once 

you have determined the best use for any available funding, 

contact your school administrator and/or your federal program 

manager to determine what funding is available and how to 

proceed with your request. 

3. ADVOCATE AND FOLLOW-UP– Set-up a monthly 

calendar reminder to follow-up with your local administration 

and be prepared to provide additional support documentation 

that may be required. 
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CARES Act— The Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act, 2020 

CRRSA Act—The Coronavirus Response and Relief Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2020  

ARP Act— The American Rescue Plan Act, 2021 

      ESSER Funds—Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief Funds  

 ESSER I Funds (CARES Act) —$13 Billion -  Schools must obligate these funds by September 30, 2022.   

 ESSER II Funds (CRRSA Act) —$54 Billion - Schools must obligate these funds by September 30, 2023.   

 ESSER III Funds (ARP Act) —$122 Billion  -  Schools must obligate these funds by September 30, 2024.  

 

 SEA—State Education Agency 

 LEA—Local Education Agency (School District)  

 

ACTFL—American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages 

JNCL--NCLIS —Joint National Committee for Languages—National Council for Languages and International 

Studies 

LIVE Language Lab On-Demand™ - A browser-based language lab technology, providing a platform for              

teacher-guided, communication-focused language learning during in-person, remote, and hybrid classes.  

GLOSSARY  



 

 

Congressional Funding Supports K-12 Educational Technology 

U. S.  Department of Education Office of Educational Technology  - The U.S. Department of Education Office of 

Educational Technology (OET) develops national educational technology policy and establishes the vision for 

how technology can be used to transform teaching and learning and how to make everywhere, all-the-time 

learning possible for early learners through K-12, higher education, and adult education.  

 

U.S. Department of Education Office of Elementary and Secondary Education  — The mission of the Office of 

Elementary and Secondary Education (OESE) is to empower States, districts, and other organizations to meet 

the diverse needs of every student by providing leadership, technical assistance, and financial support.  

 

National Council of State Legislatures (NCSL) - Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief Fund 

Tracker 

 

American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL) - Position statement: The Role of 

Technology in Language Learning   

 

The Learning Link Blog—Federal Funding Supports K-12 World Languages Technology for Remote & Blended 

Learning and In-School Return 

 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 
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funding and is not intended as legal advice or guidance nor is it intended to guarantee coverage under the Act. Verify with your administration that 
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